November 19, 1951

Dr. Barbara Wright
Carlsberg Laboratoriuam
Kobenhavn, Valby, Denmark

Desr Barbera:

Thaak you for letting us see your manuscript, which is returned
herewith, I am looking forward to seeing your extenaive analysis:
this ssems to be only s hint of the main course to come. As far as
this paper goss, I oan see nothing wrong with it., You seem to say
that unleas we have overlooked some rather subtla methodological
fallacies (which can be andless) we have a came of induced "mutation",

iv would se useful to knuw wnether the caoacily to grow in the
absonce of serine or glyeins is a mubalioa in a strict sense. Have you
studied this phenomenon in organisms which can be crossed (i.e., K-12
or Neurospora?) I have a vague recollection of your telling me something
along these lines, but have furguvten. Did you £iud ine tarurate sffect
only in your origlmd mubtant, or dues id ouzcwt wors geneirally? TFor the
poaslbiliiy that thies adaptation i3 nol a mutation, I have iz mind some
sort of trigepering of an ailerbaulve pathway, but 1o wouid bs remarkable
&8 serins or giyclne 1iself could not do it.

1 am glad tw see that you don't pay too much aitentics o the hesi-
taticn of Hyan, myaself, etc. about wholehe.rtedly accepiling the most
gprctacular soncluslons that caa be drwen abuut thils work, Those reser-
vatlons are based far amorenon prejudgmehts than on your experiments.

%e are still entitled to wait and see how the conclusions will turn
out in thas exi; mearwhils, I hope you don't zo zo far cut on the limb
that you won't be able to climb back if scmething wnexpescted hsppens.
But if your further publications are as clrcumspsct aa this one, no one
aeed complai,

Thank ycu for your coamente on "ay™ book {(wulch, by the way, I don't
think Winge cared much about). It has been inddspengabise for teaching my
course, but the Press would never publlish it unless some othar people
could be persuaded to buy it.

Best wispes,

Joshua Lederberg



